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English 9 – 2016 Research Paper 


English 9
Tucker-Smith

Research Project: Requirements, Deadlines, and Grading Guidelines

Process
	Assignment
	Due Date
	Grade*

	ORB info form
	W, April 27
	/10

	Guiding Questions
	F, April 29
	/10

	Preliminary Bibliography
	Tu, May 3
	/20

	Note Cards
	Tu, May 10
	/20

	Outline
	F, May 13
	/20

	First page of paper
	T, May 17
	/10

	Rough Draft
	F, May 20
	/20

	Total points:
	/90


*Full credit will only be given to assignments that are on time, thorough, meet the requirements of the assignment, and demonstrate effort and careful thought.    

Research Journal / Class Participation (ongoing): (50 points)

Create a new file in your shared google drive folder with the name: 

RP – Research Journal – Your last name

Keep a running journal in this document with thoughts, notes, questions, reflections, progress reports, links, and responses to assigned prompts.  

You should have an entry in your research journal for each day that we use class time to work on the research project; at the very minimum, you should write a short note on what you accomplished that day. 

Finally, you will have a significant amount of class time to work on this project.  Your use of this class time will be reflected in your research journal / class participation grade.  

Final Products
Final paper – due  May 24: 200 points, based on rubric in packet

Presentations -  May 26 and 27: 20 points, based on presentation rubric  
Length, Sources, and Grades: 

Eligible for an A: 5 full pages with 5 sources

Eligible for a B: 4 full pages with 4 sources

Eligible for a C: 3 full pages with 3 sources

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	April 25
Introduce Research Project

Brainstorming exercise

	April 26

Select a topic and an ORB

Work on guiding questions
	April 27

Due: ORB info form

vocabulary 
	April 28

Finding sources

Mini-lesson: library databases

Keep working on guiding questions
	April 29

Due: Guiding Questions Statement (in shared folder) 

	May 2
Mini-lesson: using easy bib and formatting a Works Cited page
Identifying strong v. weak sources
	May 3
Finding sources
Due: Preliminary Bibliography (at least 5 sources) 
	May 4

HALF DAY
Due: must have a copy of your ORB
Mini-lesson: summary and paraphrasing
	May 5
Finding sources and taking notes

Update research journal

	May 6
Due: Notecards (10 evidence, 5 source cards)
Vocabulary

	May 9
Finding sources and taking notes

-Update research journal 

Due: 50 pages of your ORB
	May 10
Due: Notecards (25 evidence, 5 source cards) 

- Update research journal
	May 11
Mini-lesson: organizing your ideas and developing an outline
	May 12
Work on outlines and claims

	May 13
Due: Outline

Vocabulary

	May 16
Work on rough draft

Individual student conferences: go over outlines and claims

Due: 50% of your ORB
	May 17
Work on rough draft

Individual student conferences: go over outlines and claims

Due: First page of paper
	May 18

Work on rough draft
Vocabulary 

	May 19
Field Trip
	May 20
Due: Rough Draft
peer editing



	May 23

revision strategies
 
	May 24

Final revisions

Due: Final Paper (end of the day- turnitin.com) 
	May 25
- update research journal

Vocabulary 
	May 26
Presentations
	May 27
Presentations

Due: finish your ORB  


Guiding Question Assignment: Due Friday, April 29
Write a paragraph that answers the following questions: 

· What is your broad topic? 

· What is your specific topic? 

· What is your guiding question or questions? 

· Why did you choose this topic? 

· What do you already know about your topic (be specific)?

· What sort of sources do you hope to gather as you move forward? 

Your paragraph should be typed, double-spaced, and use the correct heading (example below).  Write your paragraph in google documents shared folder.   The title of the file should be: Your Last Name – RP – Guiding Questions 

Sample heading: 

Sample Student

Ms. Tucker-Smith

English 9-6/8/9

29 March 2014


Start writing your paragraph immediately.  Indent and do not skip extra lines between the heading and the paragraph.  

Where to find information?
Print sources with the authority of editors behind them (magazines, journals, newspapers) are always better than blog posts and independent websites. Some websites do have a staff of editors, but many do not. If you are not sure about the quality and professionalism of a website, look at the “ABOUT” page and see if the site is the work of one or the work of many; if the site is run by an organization or group; if the site can be objective or not.

Here are websites and databases you should check out:

Proquest database (access through our library page)

Gale Academic OneFile database (access through our library page)

Other Gale databases (Business Insights: Essentials; Pop Culture Collection; General Business File ASAP)

Google Scholar search
New York Times, Washington Post, the Guardian (newspapers)

Major News Organizations (NPR, CNN, AP, MSNBC)

CIA World Factbook (demographic information on countries)

Make sure you save links to your sources to a Google doc.  

Instructions for notecards

Due Friday, May 6 – at least 10 Evidence Note Cards plus 5 Source Cards
Due: Tuesday, May 10 – at least 25 Evidence Note Cards plus 5 Source Cards
*If you find new sources along the way, you must make new source cards for them.  

All note cards for this paper must be 4 x 6.  Note cards provide a concise documentation of the research process and the following format forces you to be precise in your documentation. Plagiarism is a crime, and you must, from early in your academic career, be in the habit of recording the source from which you have obtained your information. 

Types of Note Cards

1. Source Cards

You will have one source card for each of the sources you cite in your paper. You will have a minimum of FIVE sources, at least one of which must be a print source. 

Here is an example for each of the following types of sources:
	Book                                                                               A

Reckenwith, Amanda, ed.  “Frankenstein.”  Novels for

     Students.  New York: Ben & Jerry’s Publishing Co., 1997.




	Web Site                                                                           B

Onassis, Xavier.  “Mary Shelley.” Romanticism.edu.    

     26 Sep 1998. University of Massachusetts. 31 Mar   

     2003.

    <http://www.umass.english.romanticsm.shelly.edu>




	Print Article                                                                       C

Beach, Sandy.  “Romanticism Rocks.” The New 

     Yorker.  Jan 1999: 34-38.




There are other types of sources you may use. Use your easybib account or the Perdue Owl website for formatting guidelines.  

2. Evidence Note Cards

The cards on which you write down relevant information will be formatted as follows.  Each card will label the source and the page. The source is labeled using the same letter that is on your Source Cards. Your evidence notecards can include DQs (must be in quotation marks!!) or paraphrased information.  Each notecard should contain one “chunk” of information.  Do not try to include every useful piece of information from a source onto one notecard.  You should have approximately five evidence notecards for each source.  See below:

	Source A                                                               

“Mary Shelley’s childhood lacked parental direction since her mother died at a young age and her father’s political interests and academic career left him absent for long periods of time” (42).




	Source D                                                   

Mary Shelley once said, "Mr. Fisher is the devil. He needs to be stopped before he destroys the world. He's evil! Pure evil! Argh!" (42).




	Source B                                                   

A study done by the University of Michigan showed 78% of children who floss throw away their used dental floss. The rest eat it.




Hermione Granger

Mr. Binns

History of Magic

15 March 2012

The Value of a Hogwarts Education

Claim: The value of a Hogwarts education has changed dramatically from year to year because of changes in the teaching staff.

I. Intro

A. Hook

1. Dramatic example of teacher negligence

2. Dramatic example of positive impact of good teacher

B. claim

II. Year One

A. summary of current teaching staff

1. potions

2. care of magical creatures

3. defense against the dark arts

a. new teacher every year

b. tend to be evil or get killed

(1) Quirrel

(2) The guy who wrote all the books

c. theories about why this is the case

B. big things that happened that year

1. mirror

2. guy with the turban

3. exams were cancelled because of a death

C. how education was impacted

1. students learn despite having an evil teacher

2. student learn from actual experiences

a. fight against enchanted evil creature

b. fight against Voldemort

3. students do research to solve a secret problem

a. learn about new potions

b. learn about new spells

c. practice with friends

III. Year Two

IV. Year Three

V. Conclusion

A. Summary of main points

B. Restate claim

C. Answer to “who cares” statement

1. Teachers are important

2. Need more quality control

3. Students depend on teachers for guidance and safety

Parenthetical Citations – Citing Information within the Essay
1. CITING PARAPHRASED INFORMATION (one author):

Advertisements, particularly ones featuring women, commodify bodies, thereby turning them into objects or products to be consumed (Hasty 162).

2. CITING PARAPHRASED INFORMATION with AUTHOR

Hasty argues in his study that advertisements commodify bodies and turn them into objects or products to be consumed (162).

3. DIRECT QUOTATION (always mention the author in your text!)

Jack Hasty, a professor of sociology at Johns Hopkins University, argues, “Women and their bodies are constantly being turned into marketable and consumerable objects in advertising” (162).

4. CITING SOURCES WITH MORE THAN ONE AUTHOR:

Advertisements, particularly ones featuring women, commodify bodies, thereby turning them into objects or products to be consumed (Hasty and Levy 162).

5. CITING SOURCES by ONE AUTHOR WHO HAS WRITTEN TWO OR MORE SOURCES:

Advertisements, particularly ones featuring women, commodify bodies, thereby turning them into objects or products to be consumed (Hasty, “Commodification” 162).

note: “Commodification” is the first alphabetizable word in the full title of the source. For example, the full title is “The Commodification of Women in Modern Advertisements.”

Hasty’s other source would be listed this way:

…another example of a deplorable advertising practice (Hasty, Women 17).

6. CITING SOURCES WITHOUT AUTHORS:

Advertisements, particularly ones featuring women, commodify bodies, thereby turning them into objects or products to be consumed (“Commodification” 162).

7. CITING SOURCES with NO PAGE NUMBERS

Advertisements, particularly ones featuring women, commodify bodies, thereby turning them into objects or products to be consumed (“Commodification”).

CITATIONS for Online Sources -- Works Cited format (MLA format, 7th edition (2009))
FOR GUIDELINES ABOUT CITATIONS (including books, documentaries, television programs, etc) GO TO: http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/mla.php
Articles from a Full-Text Database
JOURNAL
Last name, first name. “Title of article.” Source volume number. issue number (year): pages. Name of Database. Web. Date of access.
Andreatta, Filippo. "Italy at a Crossroads: The Foreign Policy of a Medium Power after the End of Bipolarity." Daedalus 130.2 (2008): 45-65. Expanded Academic ASAP. Web. 15 October 2009.
POPULAR MAGAZINE
Last name, first name. “Title of article.” Source Day Month Year: pages. Name of Database. Web. Date of access.
Lerner, Barbara. "America's Schools: Still Failing After All These Years." National Review 15 Sep. 1997: 42+. Proquest Platinum Periodicals. Web. 15 October 2009.
NEWSPAPER
Last name, first name. “Title of article.” Source Day Month Year, edition (if available): pages. Name of Database. Web. Date of access.
Kennedy, Louise. "Same Old Song." Boston Globe 9 March 2003, late ed.: N1+. Proquest Platinum Periodicals. Web. 6 January 2010.
Web Sites and Pages
E-JOURNAL
Last name, First name. “Title.” Name of e-journal. Volume.issue (year): n. pag. Web. Date of access.
Castle, Robert. "From Desperation to Salvation: Concealing and Revealing Nothing in History." Archipelago 6.3 (2003): n. pag. Web. 15 October 2009. 
WEB PAGE
Last name, First name. “Title of page.” Web site. Sponsoring or host organization. Day Month Year of publication. Web. Date of access.
Pilgrim, David. "The Brute Caricature." Jim Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia. Ferris State University. Nov. 2000. Web. 15 October 2009.
Some teachers or professors may require you to write the http address at the end of the citation in carats (< >). For this assignment, you will not need to write out the http address but you must put “Web” in your citation if you’ve used the internet for a source.
GENERAL BOOK CITATION:
Last name, First name. Title. Publisher: Cite of Publication, Year of Publication. Print.
Elder, Robert K. The Film That Changed My Life: 30 Directors on Their Epiphanies. Chicago Review Press: Chicago, 2011. Print.
What should your research paper look like? 

1) Proper heading, title, and page numbers (upper right corner with last name)

2) Double-spaced, size 12 font (Times New Roman). Your paper should be 5 to 7 pages long, excluding the works cited page(s).  

3) Introduction – ¾ to 1 page long. Start with a hook.  This is the only section of your paper that may be written in first person.  Lead the reader gently from the hook to your claim statement.  

4) Body – 3 to 5 pages long. The body of your paper should be divided into three to five major sections.  Major sections should be subdivided into additional sections.  Pay special attention to creating clear and logical transitions between sections.  All of your evidence should be directly relevant to your thesis.  

5) Conclusion – ¾ to 1 page long.  Summarize the main ideas of your paper.  Return to your guiding questions.  Discuss next steps and additional questions raised by this inquiry.  End with a solid section that addresses the question, “Who cares?”  Why is this topic interesting, important, or relevant? We will practice doing this in class.  

6) All information will be cited using MLA-style PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS after a direct quotation, a paraphrased idea, a fact, or a statistic that is not common knowledge (see handout on parenthetical citations). You must cite any idea – directly quoted or paraphrased -- that you did not think up on your own.  

7) You must use at least five sources.  While some sources will obviously be more useful than others, overreliance on one or two sources is discouraged and will negatively impact your grade.  

8) A perfect, alphabetized MLA-style WORKS CITED page at the end of the essay. Everything cited in the essay must be listed on the WC page.  Everything listed on the WC page must be cited somewhere in the essay.  

9) Refer to sample MLA style research papers for formatting guidance.  Sample essays are available in the classroom and are also readily available online.  You do not need to use a title page.  You do not need to use headings within your paper.  If you want to use headings within your paper, you must check in with me about formatting them correctly.  

http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/library/mla.pdf
http://www.dianahacker.com/pdfs/hacker-daly-mla.pdf
http://dianahacker.com/pdfs/hacker-levi-mla.pdf
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0014.html
	Category
	A
	B
	C
	D/F

	Intro &
Claim
 
	The engaging, artfully crafted introduction  builds logically to a clearly defined claim.
	Introduction moves from the general to specific in a smooth, clear manner; claim is clear.
	Introduction displays evidence of movement from the general to the specific, but the sentences lack cohesion and/or are rushed; claim is adequate and may not connect well with the rest of the introduction.
	Introduction lacks organization and clear movement; claim is too specific, too general, or undefined. Or, the introductory paragraph is underdeveloped as a whole.

	Transitions

 
	Smooth flow from sentence to sentence; gaps bridged from paragraph to paragraph with transitional words and phrases. Each opening and closing sentence serves at least two of the following functions: introduce a topic, summarizes a topic, ties evidence back to the claim, or transitions to a new topic.   
	Sentences are presented in a logical order; gaps noted between sections of the paper or between individual paragraphs. Opening and closing sentences generally serve one of the following functions: introduce a topic, summarizes a topic, ties evidence back to the claim, or transitions to a new topic.   


	Paragraphs lack cohesion and/or clear organization; paragraphs read as separate “blocks” or “units” with little connection to one another.  Missing some opening or closing sentences.  
	Sentences within paragraphs are not presented in a logical order; ideas jump randomly from one to the next.

	Sources
(Quality)
 
	Sources are varied in depth and scope; the sources are up to date and/or are the authoritative sources in the field. At least five sources are used IN the paper.  All sources listed on WC page are used in the paper
	Sources are related to the topic but do not show depth or scope. The writer is likely missing an important source. Four sources are used in the paper. 
	The sources are plentiful but show little variety; over emphasis on Internet sources is apparent; missing truly convincing sources; too many primary sources. Fewer than five sources. 
	Inadequate sources in number and variety. The writer has chosen sources that do not relate successfully to the claim of the research paper.

	Sources
(in citations)
	The writer uses parenthetical citations in all places where a source should be cited (information and DQs). 
	The writer uses parenthetical citations in most (all but 2-3) of the places where a source should be cited.


	The writer does not use parenthetical citations in several (all but 4-6) places where there should appear citations.


	The writer does not use parenthetical citations regularly in the essay.



	Content
 
	Mature depth and “fullness” to the ideas and discussions presented in the essay are noted; claim is supported and proved in a convincing manner.
	Information is presented in a thorough manner in the paragraphs; some unanswered questions, gaps, or extraneous information noted.
	Content is general in nature and lacks depth; sections of information do not support the claim.
	Missing information;

Underdeveloped ideas; information from sources is sparse.

	Style &
Diction
 
	Graceful prose is characterized by mature sentence variety and complexity; mature, formal diction.
	Prose is clear but occasional wordiness or awkward phrasing is noted; formal diction.
	Prose is marked by simple sentence structures; wordiness and awkwardness interferes with the communication of the writer’s ideas; occasional informal diction.
	Prose is unintelligible at times; word choices include many forbidden words and slang phrases; writer uses “I” and “you” regularly.



	Direct Quotations
 
	Direct quotations are introduced properly. 


	Most direct quotations are introduced properly.
	Most direct quotations are NOT introduced properly.
	Direct quotations are not given a proper introduction.

	Grammar &
Mechanics

 
	Clean and clear;

0-6 errors.
	6-15 spelling errors, typos, punctuation and capitalization errors, agreement errors.
	16-25 spelling errors, typos, punctuation and capitalization errors, agreement errors.
	26 or more spelling errors, typos, punctuation and capitalization errors, agreement errors.

	Format
 
	The essay follows MLA format exactly including: parenthetical citation, Works Cited pages, heading, running heading, font and margins (Times New Roman – 12 point).
	The essay has minor flaws and inconsistencies with MLA format (parenthetical citations and essay set-up). Most citations are listed correctly on the Works Cited page.


	Several flaws with MLA format are noted. Parenthetical citations are done inconsistently; many entries on the Works Cited page are incorrect.
	The essay does not show mastery of MLA format. Parenthetical citations are missing. Works Cited entries are formatted incorrectly.


