English 10H

Ms.Tucker-Smith

Character Study – Analytical Essay

Explore the function, style, and structure of a character in The Kite Runner in an analytical essay that considers the following categories: 

· how this character’s experiences help illustrate a major theme from the text

· how the author develops this character – how do we learn important information about this character? 

· what sort of moral standards does this character possess, and how is this demonstrated? 
APPROACHING THE ESSAY

First, you must picture yourself as an expert adding to the body of scholarship on this particular text. You have an important idea and/or an important perspective. You want to share that idea/perspective with a reader. Second, you must view the reader as one who wants to learn more about the story.  
This is a claim (thesis) driven essay.  Your claim should come at the end of your first paragraph and should articulate the essential purpose of your character in the text; for example: 

The function of the third little pig in the classic tale, “The Three Little Pigs,” is to illustrate the importance of foresight, which is demonstrated through his careful construction of the brick house, through his interactions with his brothers, and, ultimately, by his ability to survive the brutal attacks of the Big, Bad Wolf.  

Depending on how you structure your opening paragraph, you may be able to write a more succinct claim that does not include the specific examples that you will be using.  If you have introduced the specific examples earlier in the opening paragraph, you should not repeat them again in the claim.  In this case, your claim might look like this: 

The function of the third little pig in the classic tale, “The Three Little Pigs,” is to illustrate the importance of foresight. 
The introductory paragraph should (in this order): 

1. introduce the topic

2. briefly summarize the text

3. lead to your claim by highlighting some relevant points from the text

4. end with your claim

Remember: The primary purpose of the opening paragraph in an analytical essay is to give the reader enough (and only just enough!) information to understand the claim at the end of the paragraph.  

The body paragraphs should provide evidence from the text to support your claim.  You should only be including details about your character if they have compelling links to the claim; for example, a physical description of the character should only be included if it ties directly to your claim about this character’s function.  

The body paragraphs should: 

· tie directly to your claim

· have strong opening and closing sentences that reinforce the structure of the essay – introducing information, summarizing information, connecting evidence to the claim, and transitioning to a new topic.  The strongest opening and closing sentences serve more than one of these functions.  
· include textual evidence (DQs) in each body paragraph. The strongest body paragraphs include textual evidence multiple times in the form of short snippets or important phrases or lines of dialogue. You should use textual evidence to enhance and illustrate points that you are already making.   
· include at least one rich, detailed description from a scene
· progress in a logical order that is evident in your opening and closing sentences

The concluding paragraph should (in this order): 

1. return to the claim – reworded

2. summarize the main points

3. conclude with a strong statement that emphasizes the important of this topic.  This is your answer to the “so what?” question.  

Timeline:
Wednesday – FFWs and brainstorming 

Friday – OR paragraph due; conference during class
Wednesday, 10/21 – completed rough draft due in class – must be in shared folder; editing exercise in class
Monday, 10/26 - final paper due* (100 points) 
*Turn in an assignment late pass given to anyone who turns in this paper by Friday, 10/23. 
