AP L&C - Columnist Project – Due: Monday, November 14
The Assignment: As a means of keeping abreast of public issues and taking a careful look at the rhetorical strategies employed by professional writers, you are required to select and follow a national or regional political columnist in a newspaper. You must collect four columns by your author.  All four columns must have been published in the past year, and at least one column must be from this month.  Try to find columns on more than one topic.  The project has three parts.

Part I. Read and annotate (instructions below) four columns.  Select two columns to analyze (two paragraphs per analysis – four paragraphs total)

In paragraph one, introduce and discuss the rhetorical framework (speaker, audience, topic, occasion, context, and purpose) for the column. Make sure to open the paragraph with a sentence that clearly, thoroughly, and grammatically introduces the column (title, author, publication, date, and topic).  

In paragraph two, answer the following question: What rhetorical strategies does the author use to argue their point about ________?

Consider first the most salient strategies employed by the author, any claims the author makes, and whether or not they anticipate or address potential opposing arguments.

Before you write the paragraph, print the columns and annotate with the following objectives:   
*Speaker’s tone and possible tone shifts.
*Rhetorical strategies.
*Organization and arrangement.
*Aristotelian appeals.
Mark places in the text that evoke a reaction from you, be it laughter, anger, or confusion.

Some questions to ask yourself as you read include the following:

*How does the author open the column?

*How does the author close the column?

*How soon does the author announce the thesis?

*How does the author organize the piece? Does the column have section?

*How much is based on observation? Personal experience? Interviews? Fact?

*What sort of diction characterizes the columnist?

*What sort of syntax characterizes the columnist?

*What audience does the author assume? How do you know?

*What unstated assumptions does the columnist make?

Part II. The Combined Analysis Paper - After you have completed the analysis of two columns and annotated two more, write an essay (750-1000 words) that explores the following:
*The author’s general focus in the columns and their positions on the topics being discussed.
*The persona that this author creates across the different columns.  
*Details about the author’s general style and strategies.  
*What is most and least effective about these strategies and why.  
It is not necessary that you agree with the author, only that you recognize when the author makes a point forcefully.

Provide specific examples from all four columns and include a Works Cited page at the end of this essay.  
Part III. The Argument Essay - Select one or more of the columnist’s essays on a particular issue (one issue). Write a paper (approximately 500 words) arguing against the author’s position.  Obviously, this may require you to take a position that goes against your personal beliefs.  
I encourage you to communicate with your columnist. Ask questions. Check the web site for the appropriate contact information (especially email). 

Links to help you find a columnist
In additions to looking at the columnist lists for specific newspapers, the sites listed below include lists of columnists.  
http://www.blueagle.com/
http://www.drudgereport.com/
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/
Nuts and Bolts
· The entire project should be included in one clearly organized and labeled document that you will submit to turnitin.com by 2:30 on Monday, November 14.  In class on 11/14, you must turn in hard copies of your four annotated articles. 
· The tasks that you will be completing throughout this project will reflect and reinforce the skills that we are working on together in class, but you will complete this project independently and outside of class.  Make sure that you pace yourself carefully.  While you will have some outside reading assignments for this class between now and the 14th, you will not have any significant outside writing assignments other than this project.  
Your grade for this major assignment (200 points) will be based on the following criteria: 

part one – articles are thoughtfully and thoroughly annotated; analyses thoughtfully and carefully discuss the rhetorical framework; compelling connections between rhetorical strategies and the framework are articulated in paragraph two; observations are specific, relevant, and effectively connected to the framework; observations and connections go beyond the obvious and acknowledge complexities.  

part two – connections across texts are gracefully developed and explored; examples from all four columns are strategically selected and included to make an effective claim about the columnists style; observations about effectiveness are supported with evidence from the text. 

part three – argument is developed and supported by carefully selected examples and clear and effective reasoning; the essay has a strong organization with topic sentences that make claims. 

overall – Unlike much of the writing we are doing in class, the expectation for this long-term assignment is that you will carefully edit and revise your work.  Errors that distract and confuse the reader will negatively affect your grade.  Graceful prose is characterized by mature sentence variety and complexity; tone and style reflects an awareness of the purpose and audience of the specific assignment.  Your document must be clearly organized as outlined in the assignment, and the annotated hard copies are due at the same time as the assignment.  Read the instructions carefully and make sure that you attend to all the different tasks.     

