English 7
Outside reading book #2 – Free Choice
Select a book that you would like to read on your own over the next few weeks.  You may read the same book as a small group of other students; however, you do not have to do this.  Please select a book that interests you and that you look forward to reading.  The only restrictions are that the book should be appropriate to discuss in school and should be appropriately challenging.  If you are wondering if the book that you are considering is too easy, check with me.  

Send me an email (rtuckersmith@mgrhs.org) by Saturday, October 10.  In this email, you should tell me: 

· the title and author of the book you have selected

· what you already know about the book

· why you selected it

· whether you currently have this book in your possession and, if not, what your plan is to obtain it. You must have obtained and started reading your book by Wednesday, October 14 at the very latest.  Bring your book to class that day.  If you have selected a book that you cannot obtain in that timeframe, pick a different book!  Try to find something that you can get sooner than the 14th. You may read a digital version of a book as long as you can bring the device that you are using to read the book to class with you.  
Please observe email etiquette rules and include an appropriate greeting and closing in your message, use complete sentences and traditional spelling, etc.  This email will count as a ten-point homework assignment.  You will lose points if you do not follow email etiquette rules as described above.  I will reply to your email and confirm that you have made an appropriate choice, or, if it is not an appropriate choice, I will let you know.  

Reading Timeline: 

Wednesday, October 14 –read at least the first few chapters
Monday, October 19 – read 1/3 of book 

Friday, October 23 – read 2/3 of book
Wednesday, October 28 – finish book 
ORB Project – Due Wednesday, October 28 to Monday, November 2 – 50 Points
Prepare and present a persuasive speech about your book.  First step: select your audience and decide what you are trying to persuade them to do.  Examples listed below. 

	Audience
	Objective

	friend
	read this book

	movie studio
	make a film of this book

	teacher
	adopt this book as part of the regular curriculum

	teacher
	do not let other students read this book

	author of the book
	write a sequel

	mayor / town selectmen
	select this book for a town-wide book group


Your challenge is to decide how to most effectively organize and present your information to make your case.  
You must make clear to your audience: 

· what you are trying to persuade them to do and why  

· details as well as themes and “big ideas” that were present in the book.

· evidence that you know the book well by including important direct quotations and vivid descriptions of important scenes.

· evidence that you understand the characters in the book well.

In addition, you will be graded on: 

· preparation: Are you prepared? On time? Organized? 

· presentation: Are you clear? Loud? Do you make eye contact? 

· clarity: Does your speech follow a logical progression?  Do you back up your claim with relevant and convincing evidence?  

· flow: Does your speech move from one topic to another with logical transitions?  You should NOT simply talk about each of the items listed above and read them off in a list. 
Note: When you are selecting an outside reading book, make sure that you include a parent / guardian in the conversation.   

