Honors English 10 – World Literature

Ms. Tucker-Smith

Welcome to tenth grade English! 

Nuts and Bolts

Required Supplies:

· A large spiral notebook 
· A three ring binder – You may use this binder for more than one subject, but you must have the following five sections designated for English class with dividers: (1) assignments, (2) reading selections, (3) grammar and mechanics, (4) vocabulary, and (5) private free-writing. 

· Something with which to write – If you choose to use a pen (pencil is recommended), it must be blue or black. 

Curriculum
Major Texts / Units and corresponding assignments – subject to change: 

· Summer Reading (Hybrid Essay) 

· Introductory Writing Unit (Persuasive Writing)  

· The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini  (Character Study – Analytical Essay)
· ORB #1: Literature Circles (Persuasive speeches) 
· Selections from The Interpret of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri (Analysis of a theme in multiple texts) 

· ORB #2: Short Story / Essay Collections (Analysis of a theme in multiple texts) 

· Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (Argument Essay) 
· ORB #3: Victoria Literature (Tea Party Presentation) 
· Poetry (Close reading – relationship between structure and message) 

· Othello by William Shakespeare (Close Reading / Analysis) 

· ORB #4: Coming of Age (Analytical Essay or Short Story)
· Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi (Persuasive Essay / Analysis) 
· ORB #5: Research Paper (isearch paper) 

· Research Project
· ORB#6: Lit Circle / Teaching Unit
· Annie John by Jamaica Kincaid (Analysis – relationship between structure and message)  

· Creative Writing (Deconstructing / Reconstructing Annie John)
Grammar and Mechanics: We will use the MG English Department writing guide to organize, review, and assess writing.  The objective behind this program is for you to be able to push yourself to move beyond your current skills.  As a class, we will review rules and look as model sentences together; however, you will focus specifically on the areas that challenge you the most.  

Vocabulary: Instruction will follow three different threads: root word study, text / genre specific words, and technical terms necessary for the study of English.  
Grades: 

Your grade will roughly follow this breakdown: 

Grammar and Vocabulary Assessments: 10%

Quizzes and Tests on Reading Assignments: 25%

Weekly Writing Assignments (not essays or major projects): 15%

Essays and Major Projects: 30%

In Class Writing and Participation: 20%
Assignments are graded in points – the more points, the more the assignment is worth. Essays and major projects will be weighted more heavily in the second half of the year, while in class writing and participation will be weighted less heavily as you progress through the year.  In other words – as we make our way through the year, effort will count less and performance will count more.  I am happy to meet to discuss grades and your performance on specific assignments; please initiate these conversations at moments when I can give you my full attention.   
Policies 

Academic Honesty: All work submitted by a student should be a true reflection of his or her own effort and ability.  The following criteria shall be considered as cheating: claiming credit for work not the product of one’s own effort; providing access to material or information so that credit may be claimed by others; failure to acknowledge sources; knowledge or toleration of cheating.  Students who cheat may be subject to the following penalties: parental notification; zero on assignment; disqualification from the National Honor Society; referral to school administration.
Students who have cheated a second time or have been involved in a serious act of academic dishonesty will be referred to the administration for a formal hearing.  Additional penalties beyond those listed above may include but are not limited to:  failure of the course with no credit; notification of scholarship committee; notification of the student’s prospective college (s).  In all cases, students are entitled to the protections afforded them in the Due Process procedures. 

Late Work: You will be penalized with a 10% point reduction per day for late assignments.   

Tardies and Bathroom Visits: Any time you enter class late or need to leave the classroom to go to your locker, the nurse, or the bathroom, you must sign in or out in the log by the door and take the pass. Do not ask or tell me that you have to go to the bathroom, to your locker, or to the nurse – just take the pass, go, and make sure that you sign out.  Students who abuse the privilege of leaving the classroom (leaving too frequents (generally more than one time per week is considered too frequent) disturbing other classes, staying away too long, etc.) will not be allowed to leave the classroom.  

Electronic Devices: Unless you are specifically prompted to take out an electronic device for an assignment, electronic devices must remain out of sight during class at all times.  Occasionally, during independent reading or writing assignments, I will announce that you may listen to music on a headset while you work. The rest of the time, however, devices must be in your backpack or locker. If I am aware that you are using an electronic device during class, I will ask you to put it away. If this happens with any regularity, I will request that you bring the electronic device to the office, where it will be kept until you pick it up at the end of the school. If you have to bring an electronic device to the office a second time, a parent or guardian will be required to pick it up for you.    

Absence Assistant: Every student will serve as absence assistant for approximately two weeks during the year.  As absence assistant, you will pick up handouts for absent students and fill out a class summary sheet.  

Absences: You are responsible for all work and information that you miss when you are absent. This includes both class work and homework.  Check the absence folder for handouts, assignments, and notes.  Homework assignments are also posted on the board in the classroom, but you must check the absence folder when you return.  You may come to me with questions about materials that you missed, but you may not come to me to find out what you missed. If an assignment was due on a day that you missed school, you must turn it in the day you return to school.  If an assignment is due the day that you return to school and it was assigned the day you were absent, you may have one extra day to complete the assignment.  If you have an extended absence, please get in touch with me.  

If you miss a quiz or test, it is your responsibility to coordinate with me to arrange a time to make up the assessment.  I will not track you down with missing quizzes or tests.  If you do not make up the assessment within a few days from the day you return to school, you will receive a zero.  For extended absences, it is your responsibility to coordinate with me to set up a plan to make up missing assessments.  

Email Communication: You may send me emails to ask questions about assignments, class content, grades, or to set up a time to meet in person.  You may not send me an email to ask for assignments (see above section).  I will make every effort to reply to emails within twenty-four hours.  If you email me with a question about an assignment the night before it is due, most likely you will not receive a response in time to help you with that assignment.  If you send me an email with a question that requires a lengthy response, I will generally suggest that we meet in person. You must observe appropriate email etiquette when writing to me (or any teacher!), including: 

· Open and close you message with appropriate salutations and closing.

· Use complete sentences and conventional spelling.

· Be sure to follow up any email you receive back from me with a response that

acknowledges that you received and appreciate the information.

Extra Help: I am often available for extra help after school on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  Please check with me before you make arrangements to stay after school for extra help.  

Stewardship: Please respect and take care of your learning environments.  This includes keeping the room clean and free of trash, keeping track of texts and handling them gently, and arriving to class on time and prepared (mentally, emotionally, and practically!) to learn.  You are welcome to borrow books from the classroom library as long as you sign them out and return them when you are done.  In addition, please see me if you have old books that you would like to contribute to the classroom library.  Extra copies of summer reading books are especially useful.  
Contact Information: 

Phone: 458-9582 x141 - This number goes directly to voicemail during the school day.  I will check messages left on this extension at the start and the end of the school day. 

Email: rtuckersmith@mgrhs.org
Class website: http://tuckersmithmgrhs.weebly.com/
In Class Writing and Participation Grade Explanation / Expectations

Twenty percent of your grade is designated for “In Class Writing and Participation.”

Ways to ensure that you receive full credit in this category include: 

· Take advantage of all your time in class. Come in prepared and get started right away, honor the whole class period, and do not start to pack up ahead of time. 

· Write carefully and thoughtfully during in class writing time; use all the time that is allotted to you for focused free writes. 

· Keep your spiral notebook well organized; date and title all your entries.

· Share your writing freely during portions of class devoted to reading our work aloud.

· Be an active and respectful listener when other students are reading their work.

· Be an active and respectful listener during whole class discussions and lessons. 

· Stay on task during in class work periods and activities.

· Be an active participant in our learning community by contributing your ideas and asking questions during group discussions. 

· Make sure that you make up all in class writing and activities on days when you miss class. 

These points are yours to lose!  My expectation is that every one of you will receive full credit every week in this category.  I will not tell you that you are about to lose points; rather, I will make my expectations for the period clear and expect that you will take full advantage of your time in class.  If you see on Power School that you did not receive full credit for a given week, refer back to this list to figure out why.  If you still have questions, please feel free to set up a time to talk to me about it outside of class time.  
Introductory Letter Assignment – Due Friday, September 4
Write an introductory letter to me that is similar in tone to my letter and that follows the same “friendly letter” format.  Use my letter as a reference for formatting issues (address, spacing, etc.).  Your letter does not need to be typed, but it must be carefully and neatly written.   Include: 

· your hopes, expectations, and plans for the year

· some basic introductory information – where you live, with whom, special interests

· any concerns you have about the upcoming year that you would like to share

· your summer (including your experiences with any books that you read)

· anything about you that would be useful for me to know, as your English teacher

Your letter should be approximately three paragraphs.  I look forward to reading it!

1781 Cold Springs Road


Williamstown, MA 01267

August 22, 2015

Dear Students, 

As August winds down and September looms ahead, I am starting to get organized for the upcoming school year and looking forward to seeing you all on the first day of school.  I have much to do between now and then, including unpacking books, deciding how I will organize the board in the classroom, and rereading summer reading assignments, but my favorite task is thinking about the school year as a whole.  What do I most want you to accomplish this year? What worked well last year, and what do I want to do differently this year? How do I strike the right balance between having high expectation for you all and, at the same time, fostering a humane learning environment that does not require you to be working on homework late into the night?  These are the creative challenges that make teaching intellectually stimulating and rewarding.


My summer has been busy but also relaxing and restorative.  Early in July, I spent one week at an AP Institute at the St. Johnsbury Academy in northern Vermont. I sat in class all day with a group of inspiring teachers, had homework each night, and went on field trips in the evenings.  It was wonderful for me to be reminded of how hard it is to be a student.  The nightly essay writing assignments were challenging and instructive, and I remembered both how anxiety provoking it can be to be forced to share your work with your peers and also how useful it is to do so.  


As always, my summer highlights include spending time with my family, reading, traveling, and visiting with family and friends.  I live with my husband, Dave, and our two sons, Owen and Sam.  I am a voracious reader and always appreciate having extra time to read over the summer.  Most recently, I finished reading Go Set a Watchman, the controversial so-called “sequel” to To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, and look forward to discussing this ethically questionable, flawed, and unexpectedly interesting text with you all this year – especially those of you who have recently read or are about to read To Kill a Mockingbird.  

Earlier this week, we returned from a vacation on Cape Cod, where we visited with our extended family in Chatham and went camping in North Truro.  We biked all around the Cape, and I surprised myself by swimming in the ocean every day without even complaining about how cold the water was.  We managed to avoid the sharks and thoroughly enjoyed the beautiful beach that was just a short walk from our campground.  Other highlights included eating fried clams on the beach, indulging in lots of pie and ice cream, and spending time with my one-year-old niece. With one week remaining of the summer, in addition to getting organized for school, I am hoping to pack in a little more summer fun. This year, I will be teaching seventh, ninth, and tenth grade English classes. I look forward to the opportunity to meet you and especially to getting to read and write alongside you all.  Learning with and from my students is one of the greatest pleasures of being a teacher.  








Sincerely, 








Rebecca Tucker-Smith

Student information sheet – Due Friday, September 4

	First and last name


	

	Nickname?


	

	With whom do you live? 


	

	Do you bring an electronic device to school that allows you to go online? 
	

	Do you know how to access your MG email account? 
	

	If so, what is your address? 


	

	I have looked over the syllabus with my parent/guardian
	Student signature: 



	I have looked over the syllabus with my child
	Parent / guardian signature: 




