Part One: Othello Final Project – Due Friday, February 26
With a small group or by yourself, your assignment is to bring a short scene from Othello to life.  In order to do this, you must be able to: 

· do a close reading and analysis of that particular scene

· explore the implications of difference staging options on audience understanding of characters and events

Options for final product
· live, film, or animated performance of a scene (abridged version using original text)

· live, film, or animated performance of a spin-off scene (a scene from Othello that is not included in Shakespeare’s text, but that we know or could imagine taking place)

· Graphic novel style representation of a scene
· Write and perform a song 

· Series of drawings / photographs that illustrate a scene

· Other ideas?  Run them by me first. All projects must use language from the original text.  

Along with your product, you must create and submit a program that outlines the major elements of the product.  Your program must include: 

1. A brief description of the scene

2. Cast and crew list / artist credits (as relevant)

3. A short narrative (approximately two paragraphs) that describes the decision making process that went into this product.  This is where you can demonstrate that you understand the implications of your various staging choices on audience perceptions and understanding.   

This project is worth 50 points.  Your score will be based on the following categories: 

	Close Reading – does the product reflect a careful analysis and deep understanding of the scene?  This is demonstrated through the product and the program.  
	/15

	Thoughtful selection of staging option – does this “product” bring the scene to life?  Do viewers / audience members have a better understanding of the scene because of your product? 
	/10

	Creativity – Does your product showcase the talent of all group members?  Is the product interesting and original?  
	/5

	Presentation – Is the product well prepared, rehearsed (if relevant), and implemented (costumes, props, etc.)?  In other words – does it LOOK good? Is it complete (including the program)? And is it on time? 
	/10

	Efficient use of resources – Did you / your group take advantage of the class time allocated for this project?  
	/10


Part Two: Study / Analysis of a speech: Due Friday, February 26
Option One: 

Analytical Essay – Write a five-paragraph essay in which you explore and analyze the meaning, structure, and purpose of a speech from Othello. 

You may organize your body paragraphs however you would like, but you must attend to the following tasks within the essay: 

· Close reading of the speech with regard to meaning

· Close reading of the speech with regard to structure and form (must include specific discussion of literary devices employed within the speech) 

· Analysis of the significance of the speech within the context of the rest of the play

Your opening and closing paragraphs should follow the format that we have been using throughout the year (opening paragraph builds up to and ends with the claim; closing paragraph restates claim, summarizes evidence, and ends with a universal statement) 

Option Two: 

Memorize a speech from Othello that is 30 lines long.  Write one paragraph that summarizes the information listed in the essay assignment for option one (meaning, structure and form, and significance of the speech within the context of the rest of the play). 

This assignment is also worth 50 points.  If you choose option one, you essay will be graded with the standard analytical essay rubric.  If you choose option two, your grade will reflect both your memorization “performance” and the paragraph that analyzes the speech.  
