English 10H
Persuasive Writing Unit - Essay plus Explication

Due in class on Wednesday, September 30 (50 points)

In class writing assignments
1) Ferguson articles: Two separate articles on the same topic, modeled after each of the two Ferguson articles. 
2) Assorted essays plus “Tense Present” – modeled after the David Foster Wallace essays. 
3) Welcome to the Goon Squad – at least twenty slides, modeled after the Jennifer Egan story (you may borrow a copy of the story if you choose this option).  
Assignment: Pick one of the pieces that you have written in class to finish and revise. Refer to your “what does the text say?” versus “what does the text do?” reflections and notes in your spiral notebook.  

Your essay should: 

· be at least two pages, typed, and double-spaced (if you choose the Ferguson assignment, each article should be at least one page long – you must write two articles for this option)
· have a MLA heading (Never Taste Cooked Dog) and follow MLA formatting rules (refer to your writing guide for details)

· be an extension of one of the assignments from class (listed above)

In addition, you must turn in a two-paragraph explication of your essay. The explication must also be typed and can come at the end of the essay, with the separate title, “Two-Part Explication.” The first paragraph should answer the question: “What does your essay SAY?” while the second paragraph should grapple with the question: “What does your essay DO?” Carefully use at least four of your new vocabulary words in your explication paragraphs.  
Areas that you MUST address in your explication

Paragraph #1: What does your story say?

· What are you hoping that readers will take away from this essay?

· What was your purpose in writing this essay?  What are you trying to persuade your readers to do or understand as a result of reading this essay?  

· Which specific pieces of information are most relevant to this piece of writing? 

Paragraph #2: What does your story do? 

· Describe the specific literary devices you employed in this story? For what effect did you use them? Were you successful?  

· Describe the structure of your story.  Why did you use this particular format?  How does it help you to achieve the effects you describe in paragraph #1?  

· Discuss the decisions you made as you decided what to include and what to omit from this story.  
· On which rhetorical strategies did you rely most heavily to make your point? What did you do to achieve these effects? 

· Identify and discuss a specific sentence (or series of sentences) in which you played with structure or form to achieve a specific response from your reader.  Were you successful? Make sure to include at least one direct quotation from your essay in your reflection paragraph.   

While reading and grading your essays / stories, I will be most interested in your explication of your writing; however, I will also be looking for the following elements in the essay / story itself: 
(over)  

- a clear and consistent point of view

- clear transitions

- vivid and specific details

- word choices that reflect careful thought and purpose (avoid filler words: very, really, truly, etc.)

- an engaging opening

- a satisfying ending

- a clear sense of purpose to the essay

- careful editing: no typos, sloppy mistakes, spelling errors, etc. 
Rubric: Refer to the rubric on my website that is listed as “writing rubric – other papers.” 

I look forward to reading your essays!  
