Hybrid Essay Assignment – English 10H
What is a hybrid essay?  

The hybrid essay combines narrative and analytical writing styles.  The format is more flexible and open than analytical essays, but the rigor of thought and analysis remains just as high, if not higher.  

Your assignment – 

Write a hybrid essay that documents your experience reading the summer reading books.  Your essay must include (not necessarily in this order): 

· a brief (3 sentence) summary of the text (or texts)
· a question that you introduce and attempt to answer

· a connecting idea that links the two texts

· at least one additional source – this could be a related article or a different text that you use for comparison or contrast  
Suggestions – 

· Start with the raw material that you generated during class in focused free writes. 

· Decide ahead of time what the question is that you will be addressing but accept that you may not be able to fully answer it.  You may end this process with new questions.  Feel free to include these new questions in your essay.   

· Leave yourself enough time to write more than one draft.  

Nuts and Bolts – 

· The essay should be typed, double spaced, and at least two pages long (three pages at the most). 
· The essay should be written in the first person, but it will include sections where your first person voice fades into the background.  
· The essay should be formatted according to MLA guidelines (refer to the formatting section of your writing guide).  
If open ended formats make you anxious – 

You may follow the outline presented below.  Be mindful of including transitions that connect one element to the next and give the essay a logical flow. 

I. Initial experiences with / reaction to the book (include the brief summary in this section) as well as connecting idea that links the two texts

II. Introduce your question and explain how you came to this question

III. Introduce evidence that relates to your question from the texts
IV. Bring in an additional source 
V. Concluding thoughts / additional questions
Words of Encouragement – 
Every element of this essay draws on work that we have already done together in class, or will do by the end of this week.  You have written a three-sentence summary, thought carefully about the important ideas in these texts, generated questions about the text, and read additional sources that deepen or complicate your understanding of the text. Use this process to dig deeper into these thoughts and ideas and put them together in a format that is informative and meaningful to you.    

