
Lord of the Flies

Essay Assignment

Write a five-paragraph essay that analyzes the function and purpose of a character (Ralph, Jack, or Piggy) or a symbol (the fire, the conch, Piggy’s glasses, or the beastie) in Lord of the Flies.  

Use your chapter notes and your character/symbol notes to plan your essay.  Your task is to consider and discuss how the character or symbol affects the plot AND important ideas in the book.  Organize the essay as follows: 
Introductory Paragraph: 

· Open with a statement that grabs the reader’s attention. 

· Background information that leads up to your claim / thesis statement. 

· End the paragraph with your claim / thesis statement.

Body Paragraphs (3 body paragraphs for this essay):

· Open with a strong topic sentence that relates to the thesis and supports the topic discussed in each paragraph.

· Include specific piece (or pieces) of evidence to support the claim.

· End the paragraph with a strong closing sentence that reinforces the main point of the paragraph.

You are in charge of selecting evidence to support your claim.  The only parameters for this assignment are that you: 

· Select evidence from throughout the text.  In other words, you can’t pull all your examples from one chapter of the book.  

· Use 3-4 direct quotations from the text to support your claim throughout the body paragraphs (not per body paragraph!).  Be sure to format and cite these quotations correctly and, most importantly, include a clear explanation of how these moments in the text support your claim. NOTE: DO NOT USE QUOTATIONS IN YOUR FIRST DRAFT.  
Concluding Paragraph: 

· Restate (reword) main idea of the thesis. 

· Summarize the main points.

· End with a statement that broadens the main idea to the universal. 
Steps / Timeline

Monday, March 21 – write outline and show to me; start writing essay

Tuesday, March 22 – continue writing essay in class; finish at home for (
Wednesday, March 23 – finished essay (NO QUOTATIONS) due in class; peer editing

Monday, March 28 – final paper due on turnitin.com
A Few Notes on Formatting
· Double-space the text of your paper, and use Times New Roman font. Do not skip lines between paragraphs
· In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date. Again, be sure to use double-spaced text.
· Double space again and center the title. Do not underline, italicize, or place your title in quotation marks; write the title in Title Case (standard capitalization), not in all capital letters.
· Book titles should be in italics
· Use an ellipsis (…) to indicate to the reader that you have removed an unnecessary section of a direct quotation.

Tips for incorporating direct quotations into your essay.  

1. Remember, there are three different ways to include quotations in your writing: 

DQ with speech and a comma (subject ( verb ( quotation) 
Dorothy clicks her heels three times and says, “There’s no place like home” (Baum 213).  She activates the spell and is instantly transported back to Kansas.  

DQ with smooth integration of a phrase or idea (snippet) 
The third little pig reflects on his late brothers’ mistakes and drags home the “roughest, toughest, and sturdiest” bricks he can find (Grimm 4).  He is determined to avoid the fate that befell his brothers.  

DQ with a colon (example) 
After receiving the invitation to Hogwarts, Hermione frowns and heads to the local library: “There must be a book that will tell me something about this so-called ‘wizarding world’” (Rowling 3942).  Hermione has never even heard of Hogwarts before.  

Strong writing includes all three of these styles. 

2. Do not forget to include a parenthetical citation with the page number. See #1 for examples.  

3. Make sure that the quotations are incorporated SMOOTHLY.  Can you imagine saying this out loud in conversation with someone? 

4. If your quotation is a piece of dialogue, make sure that it is clear who is speaking. 

5. Finally, and MOST importantly, make sure that you have a good reason for including the quotation.  Select quotations that make your examples stronger and more specific.  
