English 9

Of Mice and Men – making predictions

You have read two chapters of Of Mice and Men and have met most of the main characters.  Pick the two characters that you have the best sense of at this early stage in the book.  For each character, make a prediction about the role that this character will play in the text based on what you have read so far.  Keep your predictions broad; for example, “Joey will get into trouble because of his bad temper” would be a better prediction that, “Joey will cut off the third finger on his right hand.”  For each prediction, find three pieces of evidence from the text to support your claim.  Record this information in the left side of the chart.  Explain the connections between the evidence and your claim in the right hand side of the chart. 
	Character


	Prediction



	evidence (incident or DQ)
	link to your prediction

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Character


	Prediction



	evidence (incident or DQ)
	link to your prediction

	
	

	
	

	
	


Of Mice and Men Prediction Essay
Write a four-paragraph essay that introduces the main characters and setting of Of Mice and Men and makes evidence based predictions about the directions in which the characters are headed.

Introductory paragraph: Introduce the text, the setting, the initial events of the text, and the two characters.  Lead up to your predictions, which will be the final sentence of this paragraph – the claim statement.  

Body paragraph ONE: Describe your first prediction.  Use your opening and closing sentences to introduce the character, the prediction, and to transition from/to other paragraphs. Include three pieces of evidence (in each body paragraph) to support your prediction.  At least one piece of evidence in this paragraph should include a direct quotation. For each piece of evidence, explain the connection to your claim – how does this piece of evidence support your prediction?  

Body paragraph TWO: Describe your second prediction. Use your opening and closing sentences to introduce the character, the prediction, and to transition from/to other paragraphs. Include three pieces of evidence (in each body paragraph) to support your prediction. At least one piece of evidence in this paragraph should include a direct quotation. For each piece of evidence, explain the connection to your claim – how does this piece of evidence support your prediction?  

Concluding paragraph: Summarize the information in the previous paragraphs and restate your claim.  End with a short (2-3 sentences) discussion of your thoughts about the book in general.  Where do you think it is heading?  Which characters or storylines are most engaging?  

Nuts and Bolts: 

· You will need to use the first-person perspective to write this essay because you are talking about your predictions; however, this is still a formal analytical essay, which should be reflected in your tone, sentence structure, and word choices.  

· Skip lines and write neatly

· Put a heading (Name, Teacher, Class, Date) in the top, left-hand corner of the page

