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Of Mice and Men
Analytical Essay
John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men explores many important and profound concepts including isolation, dreams, friendship, and violence. Select and think about one of the themes* that we have discussed in class. 
*remember – a theme is not a single word.  A theme is a complete thought.  
Make a claim about the theme.  For example: J. K. Rowling explores the predatory nature of human existence through the actions taken by the characters Voldemort, Belatrix Lestrange, and Lucius Malfoy in the final scenes of Harry Potter and the Deathy Hallows.  
Select three distinct examples from the book that support your claim.  Be sure to select examples that you can share with precise, accurate, and vivid details.  You must select and include one direct quotation to illustrate each of your examples.   

This is a formal, analytical essay.  Your tone should reflect an understanding of this writing style.  Do not use casual language.  Do not speak in the first-person.  Do not include your own opinions.  
Use the planner to organize your ideas and then use the check sheet on the back of this assignment to guide you as your write and review your essay.   

Evaluate your finished essay using the check sheet.  Look at each line and pencil in how many points you think you deserve for that category.  This may inspire you to go back to your essay and make some revisions.  Please do!  

Your essay should be five paragraphs long, typed, and formatted according to MLA guidelines. 

Timeline
Claim and Outline (page 3 and 4): due Wednesday, October 14

Rough Draft: due Tuesday, October 20 (MG hike that Monday) 
Final Paper: due Friday, October 23
Planning steps: 

What do you think is Steinbeck’s essential message in Of Mice and Men?  

Translate this into a simply stated theme.  This should be a short statement that includes a complete thought. 

Select three examples from the text that illustrate this theme.  Take care to select examples that are different from each other.  You want your examples to connect to your theme in different ways so your essay doesn’t become too repetitive.  List your three examples below, briefly. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Write your claim.  This is the sentence that will come at the end of your introductory paragraph and that will drive your entire essay.  Make sure your claim is precise and clearly written.  The best claims will include the title of the book, the author, the theme, and mention of your three examples all in one carefully written sentence.  You will do well to follow the template listed below.  

(Author) explores the (theme) through (example #1, example #2, and example #3) in his (novel/novella*/play/poem/film), (title).  

*Of Mice and Men is a novella. 

	Claim: 



	Essential information to include in the opening paragraph – What does the reader need to know in order for the claim to make sense?  



	Topic #1



	Details / Scenes / Situations / Examples
	

	DQ that illustrates this topic (with page number)


	How does this DQ connect to this topic? 

	Topic #2



	Details / Scenes / Situations / Examples
	

	DQ that illustrates this topic (with page number)


	How does this DQ connect to this topic? 


	Topic #3



	Details / Scenes / Situations / Examples
	

	DQ that illustrates this topic (with page number)


	How does this DQ connect to this topic? 


Now that you have a solid claim and a rough outline of your essay, start thinking about how you want to open and close your essay.
Opening:  Start your essay with a strong statement that will grab your reader’s attention. You can jump right in with a vivid image from the text.  You can introduce a provocative idea from the text.  You can even open your essay with a question.  Write at least two trial opening lines in the space below.  

Closing: The final sentence of your essay should be a statement that broadens the main idea to the universal.  In other words, who cares!? Why is this topic interesting or relevant?  Why does it matter?  Move away from the specific details of the text you just read in this final sentence and make a claim for the importance of this general subject.  

Paragraph One – Introduction

· Open with a statement that grabs the reader’s attention about the importance of the theme you are discussing (3 points)_____
· Brief summary (2-3 sentences)  of the book (3 points)_____
· Background info that leads up to your claim and introduces the examples you will use (3 points)____
· End the paragraph with a clearly stated claim (5 points)_____
· Paragraph must include the name of the books (underlined) and the author.  This information will fit most logically in the first or the last sentence of your paragraph (3 points) _____
Paragraph Two – Example #1

· Open with a strong topic sentence that relates to the thesis and supports the example discussed in the paragraph (3 points)____
· Present specific piece(s) of evidence to support the claim.  (4-5 sentence).  Use specific and vivid details. (9 points)____
· Support your evidence with one thoughtfully selected, carefully incorporated, and correctly cited direct quotation from the text. (4 points) ____
· Concluding sentence that reinforces the main point of the paragraph (2 points)____
Paragraph Three – Example #2

· Open with a strong topic sentence that relates to the thesis and supports the example discussed in the paragraph (3 points)____
· Present specific piece(s) of evidence to support the claim.  (4-5 sentence).  Use specific and vivid details. (9 points)____
· Support your evidence with one thoughtfully selected, carefully incorporated, and correctly cited direct quotation from the text. (4 points) ____
· Concluding sentence that reinforces the main point of the paragraph (2 points)____
Paragraph Four – Example # 3

· Open with a strong topic sentence that relates to the thesis and supports the example discussed in the paragraph (3 points)____
· Present specific piece(s) of evidence to support the claim.  (4-5 sentence).  Use specific and vivid details. (9  points)____
· Support your evidence with one thoughtfully selected, carefully incorporated, and correctly cited direct quotation from the text. (4 points) ____
· Concluding sentence that reinforces the main point of the paragraph (2 points)_____
Paragraph Five – Conclusion

· Restate the main idea of the claim (4 points)____ 
· Summarize the main points (4 points) _____
· End with a statement that broadens the main idea to the universal – Who Cares?? (4 points)____ 
Grammar and Mechanics (6 points) _____

· Communication of ideas reflects good grammar usage and careful editing
Rigor of Inquiry (6 points) ______

· Essay reflects deep, careful, and creative reflection on the topic(s) at hand. 

Tone, Style, and Diction (6 points) ______

· Graceful prose is characterized by mature sentence variety and complexity; tone and style reflect an awareness of the purpose and audience of the specific assignment. 

Automatic Deductions

- ANY formatting mistakes (3 points)
- use of the word “quote” or “quotation” (1 point per offence)

- use of the words “I” or “You” (1 point per offense)  
