ENGLISH 11 – A VISIT FROM THE GOON SQUAD – PROJECT

Throughout A Visit from the Goon Squad, Jennifer Egan plays with structure and form in nontraditional ways in order to develop ideas and also to engage the reader.  The reader is forced to interact with the text, whether it is through making sense of a narrative power point presentation, figuring out the relationships between the various interconnected stories and characters, constantly shifting to new narrators or even different styles or narration, and moving non-chronologically through time.  

For this project, you need to select an element or stylistic device to scrutinize, deconstruct, or even reconstruct.  

Some ideas: 
timelines and organization
· Make a poster that illustrates the connections and relationships between the various chapters or characters
· Make a timeline that untangles Egan’s narrative and creates a chronological timeline
· Make a timeline that focuses specifically, and in detail, on the path of one particular character

focal points
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Explore a topic or motif that Egan focuses on across multiple chapters (drugs, music, mental health issues, the East River, the Conduits, technology, 9/11) in a chart, poster, or even an essay. 

creative reinterpretations
· Re-tell one of the chapters swapping the various styles that Egan uses across the book; for example, tell the story of a chapter that is NOT chapter 12 as a power point or write up a chapter that is NOT chapter 9 as a newspaper article. 
· Write a new chapter for the book that adds to the current framework but does not contradict anything from the books.  

other ideas? run them by me first. 

All project are due in class on Wednesday, November 2. If you made a poster or a chart, bring it to class with you to turn in. If you created a text document, post it to turnitin.com. If you made a powerpoint or some other digital format that cannot go up on turnitin.com, put it in your shared folder.  If your project does not fit into any of these categories, talk to me about how you will submit it.  

Grades for this major project will be based on: 

*understanding of the book: does the project reflect a thoughtful and thorough reading of the book? 
*presentation: if you choose to do something visual, does it look good? if you chose to write something, is it thoughtfully and creatively constructed?  
*depth of thought: are you going beyond the obvious to say something interesting about the book? if you are simply recording and reconstructing events from the book, are you doing it thoroughly and correctly?  
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