English 7 - Third Quarter Outside Reading Book Projects
If you have not started a new book recently, you need to select a book that looks interesting, challenging, and age-appropriate. 

When you are done with your book, you must do two things: 

Part One
select ONE of the following options –  
1.  Write a two-page (typed, double-spaced) essay about an important idea in your book.  Your essay should briefly summarize the book, introduce the important idea, and provide examples from the book that show how this idea is developed. 
2. Make a creative representation of the book.  This may be a painting, a poster, a sculpture, a collage, a song, a group of poems, a graphic novel, a journal kept as you read the book that connects your life to that of the main character…if you have another creative idea, check with me.    This will be graded on its visual appeal, its relevance to the book, the effort it took to create the project, and the originality displayed.  Your project must demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of the plot, themes, and big ideas in the book as well as specific details about characters and events. You must also briefly explain your project to the class.

3. Come to class dressed up as a character from your book. Your costume must include THREE (or more!) separate elements that represent your character.  The three elements can be articles of clothing, accessories, hair, or makeup.  You must also bring an additional object that should, in some way, represent something important about your character. Staying in character, take one to two minutes to introduce yourself, explain your wardrobe choices for the day, and share your object.  In doing so, we should learn both superficial and substantial details about your character.  Whether it is through your wardrobe discussion or the object, you must touch upon your history, your relationships with other characters in the book, and your experiences with respect to the central conflict of the book.  You must stay in character for the entire class period.   
Part Two: 

Regardless of the project you choose, you also must write a short review on a large index card that we can post on the wall in the classroom.  Your review should include: title, author, brief summary (no spoilers), essential conflict, tone, theme, intended audience, and your recommendation – and why.  

Timeline
ASAP – select a book and start the process of getting hold of a copy of it

Wednesday, February 3 – tell me what you selected and which project you are planning to do
Monday, February 8 – in class reflection on the first chapters of your book

Friday, February 12 – reflection #2 on your book and update on your project

Monday, February 22 – reflection #3 on your book and update on your project

Thursday and Friday, February 25 & 26 – projects and presentations are due

