Basic Grading Rubric for Reflections, Creative Writing, and other Informal Assignments

	Category
	A
	B
	C
	D/F

	Formatting
	Essay is formatted correctly
	Essay has minor formatting errors
	Essay has significant formatting errors
	No attempt was made to format the essay correctly



	Grammar and Mechanics
	Clean and clear – very few errors, if any!
	Small errors that do not distract from the flow of the essay
	Significant number of errors OR errors involving specific subjects that we have reviewed in class
	Little or no attempt made to edit the essay



	Adherence to Assignment
	Essay meets all the requirements of the assignment
	Essay generally meets the requirements of the assignments, with small omissions


	Essay veers significantly from the assignment
	Essay bears little or no resemblance to the assignment

	Tone, Style, and Diction
	Graceful prose is characterized by mature sentence variety and complexity; tone and style reflects an awareness of the purpose and audience of the specific assignment 
	Prose is clear but occasional wordiness or awkward phrasing is noted; tone and style generally reflects an awareness of the purpose and audience of the specific assignment 
	Prose is marked by simple sentence structure; wordiness and awkwardness interferes with the communication of the writer’s idea; sense of purpose and audience is off


	Prose is unintelligible at times; incorrect sense of purpose and audience

	Rigor of Inquiry
	Essay reflects deep, careful, and creative reflection on the topic(s) at hand


	Essay reflects careful reflection on the topic(s) at hand
	Analysis is superficial and rushed
	Little or no attempt is made to explore the topic
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