Second Quarter Outside Reading Book Projects
If you have not started a new book recently, you need to select a book that looks interesting, challenging, and age-appropriate. 

When you are done with your book, you must do two things: 

Part One
select ONE of the following options –  
1.  Write a two-page (typed, double-spaced) essay about an important idea in your book.  Your essay should: 

· briefly summarize the book

· introduce the important idea

· provide examples from the book that show how this idea is developed

2. Make a creative representation of the book.  This may be a painting, a poster, a sculpture, a collage, a song, a group of poems, a journal kept as you read the book that connects your life to that of the main character…if you have another creative idea, check with me.    This will be graded on its visual appeal, its relevance to the book, the effort it took to create the project, and the originality displayed.  Your project must demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of the plot, themes, and big ideas in the book as well as specific details about characters and events. You must also briefly explain your project to the class.

3. Give an oral presentation to the class.  You must have at least one page of notes written down to hand in after your presentation.  In your presentation you must introduce the title and author of the book, explain why you chose to read it, summarize the basic storyline (without giving away the ending), tell us which character you liked best and why, which character you liked least and why, read a passage that you felt was significant aloud (so we can get a sense of the style of writing), and end by either recommending or not recommending the book to others (explain why).  You will be graded on how well you incorporate all of these details into your presentation as well as your eye contact, enthusiasm, volume of voice, and level of preparedness displayed.  It should be approx. 3 minutes in length.  

Part Two: 

Regardless of the project you choose, you also must write a short review on a large index card that we can post on the wall in the classroom.  Your review should include: title, author, brief summary (no spoilers), essential conflict, tone, theme, intended audience, and your recommendation – and why.  

Timeline
ASAP – select a book and start the process of getting hold of a copy of it

Wednesday, November 12 – bring a copy of your book to class

Monday, November 17 – read approximately 50 pages of your book

Monday, November 24 – read 50% of your book

Monday, December 1 – finish your ORB

Wednesday, December 10 – projects and presentations are due
