ENGLISH 11 - A VISIT FROM THE GOON SQUAD – STORY WEB

As you read Jennifer Egan’s Pulitzer Prize winning work of fiction, A Visit From the Goon Squad, you will be begin to wonder whether it is a novel or a collection of linked stories.  The short answer is that it is both.  Our challenge as we read this creatively composed to text is to find the big story, while, at the same time, we embrace the small stories along the way.  To this end, you need to take extra steps to keep track of all the action as we dart non-chronologically from character to character, and it is especially important to notice the web of connections that link the different stories.  

Your task is to create a visual map of the book as you read.  For each of the thirteen chapters, note the title and number, the narrator, the setting (when is just as important as where in this book), the broad plot events of the chapter, and a memorable moment or line from the chapter.  Put a circle around this information for each chapter.  Once you start to notice the relationships between the people and events from chapter to chapter, draw lines to connect the stories and explain the connections on the line.  See below for an example.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Update the story web as you read the book.  Your entry on the story web is due on the same day that the corresponding reading assignment is due. You will turn in your completed story web for a grade at the end of the book, but I will check to make sure that you are keeping it updated along the way.   
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